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Final Weekend of the Bay Area Renaissance Festival Brings Fairy Tales to Life with 
“Once Upon a Time” 

DADE CITY, Fla. (March 24, 2026) - The Bay Area Renaissance Festival invites guests to step into 
a storybook world during its final weekend of the 2026 season, “Once Upon a Time,” taking 
place March 28 & 29. 

As the Festival prepares to close its gates for the season, guests will have one last opportunity 
to experience a magical realm filled with fairies, knights, princesses, heroes, and villains. From 
whimsical adventures to interactive contests and enchanting performances, the weekend 
promises a memorable finale for families and fantasy lovers alike. 

A storybook ending for the season!  

Crowd Favorites include:  

• Princess of the Festival: Young royals take the stage in a charming and magical 
competition. 

• Rescue the Princess: A live-action tale of bravery, humor, and heroic adventure. 
• Decorated Staff Contest: 
• Fantasy Hair Contest: Show off your most magical, creative hairstyles—think bold colors, whimsical 

designs, and otherworldly flairs. 
• Cottage Core Costume Contest: Celebrate cozy, rustic charm with florals, vintage style, 

and storybook vibes. 
• Fantasy Costume Contest: A celebration of imagination featuring characters from 

myths, legends and beyond. 
• Pickle Joust: Battle for the Brine: A hilariously quirky Festival favorite. 
• Free Crafts in the Children’s Realm: Kids can create their own crowns, and knight shields 

all day long, adding an extra layer of hands-on magic to the weekend. 

Families can also enjoy Fairyland Bubble Blow, Rings of Fate, Stone Throw competitions, and 
participate in contests like, Decorated Staff Contest, Couples Fantasy Costume Contest and 
Light Saber Duels, creating a whimsical experience around every corner of the village.  
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A fairy tale come true! Join us for Marriage & Vow Renewal ceremonies. Adding to the magic 
of the weekend, couples are invited to take part in Marriage En Masse and Vow Renewal En 
Masse ceremonies. 

For just $50 per couple, participants can say “I Do” or renew their vows in a romantic 
Renaissance-style group ceremony, complete with music, pageantry, and a post-ceremony 
reception. Space is limited to just 30 couples per day, making this a truly special and intimate 
experience. 
 
Once Upon a Time Weekend offers vibrant, camera-ready moments and heartfelt storytelling 
opportunities: 

• Fairy Tale Weddings: Capture couples getting married or renewing vows in a unique 
Festival setting. 

• Final Weekend Sendoff: Highlight the excitement and emotion of the Festival’s closing 
weekend. 

• Costumes & Characters: Showcase the creativity of guests dressed as princesses, 
knights, and fantasy icons. 

• Family-Friendly Fantasy: Follow families as they experience interactive contests, crafts, 
and storybook adventures together. 

Festival organizers are available for live interviews, and advance visits can be arranged for 
media crews seeking dynamic visuals. 

Deals and highlights guests can also take advantage of this weekend:  

• Birthday Bonus: Free admission on your actual birthday when it falls on a Festival day. 
• First Responder Rewards: $5 off gate admission all season with proper ID. 
• Knights on Bikes: $5 off adult admission with motorcycle license. 
• Scholars, Scrolls & Honor Rolls: Free ticket for qualifying students. 
• Soldier Savings: $5 off admission for active military members, veterans, and spouses. 

“This final weekend is a celebration of everything that makes the Festival magical,” said 
Amanda Kuchar, General Manager of the Bay Area Renaissance Festival. “From fairy tale 
adventures to real-life love stories, Once Upon a Time weekend is the perfect way for guests to 
experience one last unforgettable chapter before the season ends.” 
 

 
 
 
About the Bay Area Renaissance Festival 
Now celebrating its 48th year, the Bay Area Renaissance Festival is a long-standing seasonal tradition in 
Dade City, Fla., attracting thousands of visitors each weekend. The Festival features live performances, 
artisan vendors, themed weekends, combat jousting, and interactive historical experiences for guests of 
all ages. The Festival runs February 14 – March 29, 2026, open weekends from 10 a.m. – 6 p.m., rain or 
shine. Discounted tickets are available at participating Circle K locations, and coupons can be found at 
participating Papa John’s locations. For more information, visit www.bayarearenfest.com or 
follow @bayarearenfest on social media. 
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