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Vikings Invade the Bay Area Renaissance Festival for One Epic Weekend of Norse 

Adventure 
 

DADE CITY, Fla. (March 17, 2026) - The Bay Area Renaissance Festival invites guests to unleash 
their inner warrior during Viking Invasion Weekend, March 21 and 22. With only two weekends 
remaining in the 2026 Festival season, the Norsemen arrive to bring strength contests, epic 
entertainment, and legendary Viking spirit to the village.  

Guests can test their might in Viking-inspired games, cheer on fierce warriors and immerse 
themselves in the traditions and spectacle of Norse culture. Join the fun with a free Viking 
Scavenger Hunt! From beard battles and strength contests to costume competitions and 
family-friendly activities, Viking Invasion Weekend offers adventure for visitors of all ages.  

A weekend of Viking strength and festival fun. Crowd favorites include:  

• Michigan Viking Alliance – The Viking Warrior: Experience authentic Viking combat 
demonstrations and learn about Norse weapons and warrior traditions.  

• Whisker Wars: The Festival’s fiercest beard competition returns as contestants battle for 
beard bragging rights.  

• Shieldmaiden Carry: A hilarious couples race that tests strength, balance and 
teamwork. 

• Ink of the North Tattoo Contests: Show off bold black-and-white or vibrant color tattoos 
inspired by warrior spirit and artistry.  

• Viking Valor Costume Contest: Guests don their Norse garb to compete for Viking glory. 
• Arm of the Norse: A true test of strength worthy of the mean halls of Valhalla. 
• Free Viking Weapons and Fight Demonstrations: Learn more about Viking history and 

culture through free demonstrations.  

Families can also enjoy whimsical activities like Fairyland Bubble Blow, Hobby Horse Races, 
costume pageants and the fan-favorite Pickle Joust: Battle for the Brine. Try your hand in 
challenges like the Keg Toss for kids and adults, Stone Throw competition, Drain the Horn Viking 
Chug competition and more!  
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Viking Invasion Weekend offers dynamic visuals and engaging story opportunities: 

• Become a Viking: Participate in contests like Shieldmaiden Carry, Stone Throw or Hobby 
Horse Races. 

• Epic Beard Battles: Capture the larger-than-life personalities of the Whisker Wars 
competition.  

• Viking Combat & Culture: Highlight the Michigan Viking Alliance demonstrations and 
explore the history behind Viking weaponry and tactics.  

• Festival’s Final Weeks: With only two weekends left in the season, showcase why families 
should visit before the Festival gates close.  

Festival organizers are available for live interviews, and advance visits can be arranged for 
media crews seeking dynamic visuals. 

Deals and highlights this weekend that guests can take advantage of: 

• Birthday Bonus – Free admission on your actual birthday. 
• First Responder Rewards – $5 off admission for first responders.  
• Knights on Bikes – $5 off admission for motorcycle riders. 
• Scholars, Scrolls & Honor Rolls – Free tickets for students meeting grade criteria. 
• Soldier Savings – $5 off admission for active military, veterans, and spouses. 

“Viking Invasion Weekend brings the strength, spectacle and spirit of Norse culture to life,” said 
Tom Peterson, Assistant General Manager of the Bay Area Renaissance Festival. “With thrilling 
contests, Viking warriors and only two weekends left in the season, it’s the perfect time for 
families to experience the adventure before the season closes.”  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
About the Bay Area Renaissance Festival 
Now celebrating its 48th year, the Bay Area Renaissance Festival is a long-standing seasonal 
tradition in Dade City, Fla., attracting thousands of visitors each weekend. The Festival features 
live performances, artisan vendors, themed weekends, combat jousting, and interactive 
historical experiences for guests of all ages. The Festival runs February 14 – March 29, 2026, 
open weekends from 10 a.m. – 6 p.m., rain or shine. Discounted tickets are available at 
participating Circle K locations, and coupons can be found at participating Papa John’s 
locations. For more information, visit www.bayarearenfest.com or follow @bayarearenfest on 
social media. 
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