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Florida's Most Paw-some Festival Weekend Returns: Dogs Race, Humans Sip at
Pups & Pints

Dade City, FL — February 24, 2026 The Bay Area Renaissance Festival invites guests to unleash
the fun during Pups & Pints Weekend, a tail-wagging celebration of dogs, craft brews, and
over-the-top Renaissance revelry.

For one weekend only, the Festival grounds transform into a canine-friendly kingdom where
corgis sprint, dachshunds dash, pups strut in costume, and humans raise a pint in their honor.
Dogs receive free admission during Pups & Pints Weekend, making it the perfect excuse to
bring your best friend along for the adventure.

A Weekend Built for Dogs (and the People Who Love Them)
Crowd favorites include:

Corgi Race - Short legs, big speed, and even bigger cheers.

Wiener Race - The Dachshund Dash returns with prizes and plenty of personality.
Dog Costume Contest — Festival flair meets furry fashion.

Dog Trick Contest — From simple commands to show-stopping skills, pups take center
stage.

o Pickle Joust: Battle for the Brine — A hilariously tangy twist on a classic competition.

Families can also enjoy the whimsical Fairyland Bubble Blow, Hobby Horse Races, Keg Toss
challenges for kids and adults, Stone Throw competitions, costume pageantry, and more
throughout the day.

Craft beer lovers will find a wide selection of brews available for purchase, making it easy to
toast the weekend while cheering on the four-legged competitors.

Story Ideas

Pups & Pints Weekend offers colorful, camera-ready moments and interactive segments:
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o Step Into the Action — Have your anchor or reporter join a live Corgi or Wiener Race
alongside Festival guests for fun, on-camera interaction.

o« “A Day in the Dog’s Life” Segment — Follow a participating pup through races, contests,
and freats while capturing family reactions and fun moments.

o Craft Brew Spotlight — Feature the variety of brews available during the weekend.

o« Community Impact Angle — Highlight the Festival’s charitable drives happening this
weekend, including the Blood Drive, Community Care Drive, and Soles for Souls shoe
drive.

Festival organizers are available for live interviews, and advance visits can be arranged for
media crews seeking dynamic visuals.

Deals & Highlights This Weekend
In addition to free dog admission, guests can take advantage of:

o Artisan Appreciation — Spend $200 with Festival artisans and receive a free return ticket
for a later 2026 weekend.

o Birthday Bonus — Free admission on your actual birthday when it falls on a Festival day.

e Annual Blood Drive with OneBlood — Donate blood and receive free Festival admission
(10a.m.-3 p.m.).

e Community Care Drive — Donate five non-perishable food or personal care items for Buy
One, Get One Free adult admission.

e Huzzah to Hometown Heroes — Active and veteran military members receive up to two

BOGO adult admissions Feb. 28 & March 1 with valid ID.

First Responder Rewards — $5 off gate admission all season with proper ID.

Soles for Souls Shoe Drive — Donate new or gently used shoes for BOGO adult admission.

Knights on Bikes — $5 off adult admission with motorcycle license.

Scholars, Scrolls & Honor Rolls — Free ticket for qualifying students.

Soldier Savings — $5 off admission for active military, veterans, and spouses.

“Pups & Pints Weekend is pure joy,” said Amanda Kuchar, General Manager of the Bay Area
Renaissance Festival. “*From adorable races to craft brews and family contests, it's a weekend
where everyone—two-legged and four-legged—gets to be part of the fun.”

About the Bay Area Renaissance Festival

Now celebrating its 48th year, the Bay Area Renaissance Festival is a long-standing seasonal
tradition in Dade City, Fla., attracting thousands of visitors each weekend. The Festival features
live performances, artisan vendors, themed weekends, combat jousting, and interactive
historical experiences for guests of all ages. The Festival runs February 14 — March 29, 2026,
open weekends from 10 a.m. - 6 p.m., rain or shine. Discounted tickets are available at
participating Circle K locations, and coupons can be found at participating Papa John's
locations. For more information, visit www.bayarearenfest.com or follow @bayarearenfest on
social media.
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