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Bay Area Renaissance Festival Returns for 48th Anniversary

Open Weekends from February 14h — March 29th

Dade City, Fla. (February 2, 2026) — The Bay Area Renaissance Festival returns for its 48th
anniversary, inviting guests to step info a world of enchantment and adventure. The festival
features seven theme weekends celebrating history, fantasy, and fun through live armored
jousting, food fit for royalty, and immersive experiences.

From swashbuckling pirate escapades to lively Scottish celebrations, the festival offers
something for all ages. Guests can explore a 16th-century European village with 15 stages of
live performances, more than 100 artisan vendors, and interactive historical experiences
throughout the grounds.

The Bay Area Renaissance Festival continues to be a major seasonal attraction for Pasco
County and the greater Tampa Bay region, drawing thousands of visitors each weekend to
Dade City. The festival supports local jobs, showcases regional artisans, and brings tourism
dollars to area hotels, restaurants, and small businesses, making it a long-standing community
tradition and economic driver for the region.

2026 Theme Weekends:

Wine, Chocolate & Romance (Feb. 14-15)
Kick off the season with indulgence and romance. Savor decadent treats and sip fine wines
during a weekend made for sweethearts.

Highland Fling (Feb. 21-22)

Celebrate Scottish pride with kilts, Highland Games, and festive fun in a lively weekend full of
Celfic spirit.
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Pups & Pints (Feb. 28-March 1)
A tail-wagging celebration for dogs and their humans. Enjoy fun contests, delicious treats, and
a wide selection of craft brews.

High Seas Pirate Adventure (March 7-8)
Set sail for a swashbuckling weekend of pirates, freasure hunts, and high-seas revelry for all
ages.

Shamrocks & Shenanigans (March 14-15)
Celebrate St. Patrick’s weekend with festive games, playful mischief, and plenty of family-
friendly fun.

Viking Invasion (March 21-22)
The Norse return. Test your strength with axe-throwing, witness epic feats, and immerse yourself
in Viking adventure.

Once Upon a Time (March 28-29)
Step into a magical storybook world of fairies, knights, princesses, heroes, and villains as the
season closes in a storybook finale.

About the Bay Area Renaissance Festival

Now celebrating its 48th year, the Bay Area Renaissance Festival is a long-standing seasonal
tradition in Dade City, Fla., attracting thousands of visitors each weekend. The festival features
live performances, artisan vendors, themed weekends, combat jousting, and interactive
historical experiences for guests of all ages. The festival runs February 14 through March 29,
2026, open weekends from 10 a.m. — 6 p.m., rain or shine. Discounted tickets are available at
participating Circle K locations, and coupons can be found at participating Papa John's
locations. For more information, visit www.bayarearenfest.com or follow @bayarearenfest on
social media.
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