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Celebrate Scottish Pride at the Bay Area Renaissance Festival This Weekend 

 

DADE CITY, Fla. (February 21-22, 2026) - The Bay Area Renaissance Festival invites guests to 

celebrate Scottish tradition, kilts, and Celtic fun during Shamrocks & Shenanigans Weekend, 

happening this Saturday and Sunday in Dade City, Florida. Visitors can enjoy a lively weekend 

filled with Highland Games, whimsical contests, artisan shopping, stage performances, and 

family-friendly activities throughout the Festival grounds. 

Throughout the weekend, guests can witness thrilling demonstrations of traditional Highland 

Games, including the iconic Caber Toss, Stone Throw, and other classic Scottish competitions 

that showcase strength, skill, and heritage. In addition to these time-honored traditions, 

families can join in festive St. Patrick’s Day fun with hands-on activities like the Leprechaun Trap 

Craft and the King Leprechaun’s Gold Quest, an interactive treasure hunt for adventurers. 

Guests will enjoy St. Patrick’s Day-inspired favorites such as corned beef and cabbage, corned 

beef Reuben sandwiches, Irish sausage rolls, giant pretzels with beer cheese dip, and 

“Leprechaun fries” topped with cheese and bacon. Celebrate with festive beverages 

including Black and Tans, green beer, Leprechaun Lemonade made with vodka and 

lemonade, and Lucky Leprechaun Punch. 

Contests and Family Fun: 
Shamrocks & Shenanigans Weekend is packed with engaging contests and activities for every 

age group: 

• Fairyland Bubble Blow (10:30 a.m.) – Whimsical fun for children under 13; limited to 20 

kids per day. 

• Ring Toss (10:45 a.m.) – Test your aim and win prizes. 

• Hobby Horse Race (11 a.m.) – Gallop into glory for all ages. 

• Kids Keg Toss (11:15 a.m.) – Mini Highlanders show off their strength. 

• Adult Keg Toss (11:30 a.m.) – Adults 14+ compete to throw the keg the farthest. 

• Battle of the Beards (1–3 p.m.) – Fierce facial hair competitions, now including women’s 

category!  

• Stone Throw (1:15 p.m.) – Rock-solid fun for participants of all ages. 

• Caber Toss (1:30 p.m.) – Compete for bragging rights and a chance to win! 
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• Children’s Costume Pageant (3 p.m.) – Children under 13 showcase their festival attire. 

• Adult Costume Contest (3:15 p.m.) – Adults strut their characters, from Highland heroes 

to historical figures. 

• Kilt Competition (3:30 p.m.) – Show off your Tartan pride!  

• Sheep Toss (3:45 p.m.) – Hilarious competition tossing stuffed sheep. 

• Pickle Joust (4 p.m.) – A tangy spin on classic jousting. 

• Corney Hole (4:45 p.m.) – Wacky twist on cornhole with a limited-edition Festival T-shirt 

prize. 

Deals and Special Offers: 
Shamrocks & Shenanigans Weekend features a variety of exclusive promotions for Festival 

guests: 

• Artisan Appreciation – Earn a free return ticket by collecting $200+ in receipts from 

artisan shopping. 

• Birthday Bonus – Free admission on your actual birthday. 

• First Responder Rewards – $5 off admission for first responders.  

• Knights on Bikes – $5 off admission for motorcycle riders. 

• Scholars, Scrolls & Honor Rolls – Free tickets for students meeting grade criteria. 

• Soldier Savings – $5 off admission for active military, veterans, and spouses. 

 

“Shamrocks & Shenanigans Weekend brings the energy, pageantry, and fun of Scotland to 

our Festival,” said Amanda Kuchar, General Manager of the Bay Area Renaissance Festival. 

“From awe-inspiring Highland Games to family contests and artisan shopping, there’s 

something for everyone to enjoy this weekend.” 
 

Shamrocks & Shenanigans Weekend promises a spirited celebration of Scottish culture, 

entertainment, and seasonal flavors for the entire family. 
 
 

 
About the Bay Area Renaissance Festival 
Now celebrating its 48th year, the Bay Area Renaissance Festival is a long-standing seasonal tradition in 

Dade City, Fla., attracting thousands of visitors each weekend. The Festival features live performances, 

artisan vendors, themed weekends, combat jousting, and interactive historical experiences for guests of 

all ages. The Festival runs February 14 – March 29, 2026, open weekends from 10 a.m. – 6 p.m., rain or 

shine. Discounted tickets are available at participating Circle K locations, and coupons can be found at 

participating Papa John’s locations. For more information, visit www.bayarearenfest.com or 

follow @bayarearenfest on social media. 
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